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Some years ago I was faced with having to make the decision between accepting an
invitation from my granddaughter to an event which would showcase the culmination
of a great effort on her part or traveling elsewhere to see a long beloved friend receive
a well-deserved honor for the achievements of a lifetime. Either option would swell my
heart as well as demonstrate to my loved one the pride I felt and the support I would
always give. Feeling sorry for myself to be facing such a dilemma suddenly it occurred
to me: it is a great blessing to have such wonderful choices to make.

 I believe the opportunity and need to make choices is a gift from God.  

 I believe the old saying that being happy is a choice. God blesses us with joy, but we
have to choose the "pursuit of happiness" for each day.

I believe that though there are times at church that I do not agree with all that is being
said, I have the choice of dwelling on that issue or hearing the intent and the greater
message.

I believe it is my choice to broaden my world by seeking friendships with new and
diverse people while treasuring the friends who already surround me with their love.

I believe choices serve as one of God's many teaching tools.

I believe my choices affect not only me but often many others as well.

I believe that in choosing to serve God it gives one the chance to serve others and
themselves.

I believe American poet Rod McKuen said it very well in his anthology "Listen to the
Warm" when he wrote, "Take the little times and make them into big times and save
the times that are all right for the ones that aren't so good."



Romans 5:1-5
Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ, through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand;
and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. And not only that, but we also
boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance
produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not disappoint us,
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has
been given to us. 

Prayer:
Eternal Spirit,
Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver,
Source of all that is and that shall be,
Father and Mother of all,
Loving God, in whom is Heaven:

May the hallowing of your name echo through the universe!
May the way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world!
May your heavenly will be done by all created beings!
May your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope and come on Earth.

With the bread we need for today, feed us.
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us.
In times of temptation and testing, strengthen us.
From trials too great to endure, spare us.
From the grip of all that is evil, free us.

For you reign in the glory and the power that is love, now and forever. 
~From The New Zealand Prayer Book


